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Earthquakes 

You may be surprised to know that one of the biggest earthquakes in the lower 48 states 
occurred in Idaho in 1983. Idaho has the potential for quakes along its many faults. 

For more information on the Borah Peak Earthquake of 1983 you can use the following links: 

 Digital Atlas of Idaho 

 Idaho Geologic Survey GeoNote 05 

 Historical Earthquakes in Idaho 

Citizen Science Connection 

At this point we are not able to predict when an earthquake will occur in an area in a way that 
could help prevent loss of life and property. Scientists are constantly gathering data that could 
help make those kind of predictions. The Earthquake Detective Project on Zooniverse has been 
collecting large amounts of data from seismographs. 

By listening to seismic waves, different seismic events can be classified by anyone. When 
enough data is classified, seismologists and data scientists can use it to train a machine learning 
algorithm (an example of artificial intelligence, or AI) to automate the classification of 
seismograms. Once enough data is classified, seismic models for how, where, when, and why 
earthquakes happen can be better tested. The work citizen scientists put into this project 
contributes to the fundamental understanding of our planet that will allow a more sustainable 
society by allowing professionals to better assess risk for future seismic events. 

You can contribute to this project by listening to the seismic recordings and classifying them. 
There is more data than the few scientists working on the project can classify in a reasonable 
amount of time. You can help them with this important project.  Earthquake Detective Project 

 

 

https://digitalatlas.cose.isu.edu/geo/quakes/borahEQ/boraheq.htm
https://digitalatlas.cose.isu.edu/geo/quakes/seismic/text/05.htm
https://www.idahogeology.org/historical-earthquakes-idaho
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/vivitang/earthquake-detective/about/research
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/vivitang/earthquake-detective/about/research


For Kids 

USGS Links to Learn More About Earthquakes 

 The Science of Earthquakes 

 Cool Earthquake Facts 

 Find out where the latest earthquakes occurred 

 Listen to Earthquakes 

For Middle and High School Students 

 Try Virtual Earthquake.  You will learn about the different kinds of seismic waves and 
how they are used to find the epicenter of an earthquake. 

For Elementary Students 

 The Earthquake Game is a fun way to learn about seismic waves. 

For a fun earthquake hands on activity try your hand at building a structure with toothpicks and 
marshmallows. Test how well it would withstand an earthquake with a Jello shaketable. Jello 
Earthquake 

 

 

https://www.usgs.gov/natural-hazards/earthquake-hazards/science/science-earthquakes?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
https://www.usgs.gov/natural-hazards/earthquake-hazards/science/cool-earthquake-facts?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/
https://www.usgs.gov/media/videos/listen-earthquakes
https://www.sciencecourseware.org/VirtualEarthquake/VQuakeExecute.html
https://www.brainpop.com/games/earthquakegame/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMnEXukSmdg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMnEXukSmdg

